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V IK ING  VOICE  

Mil ls  High School  
Parent  Teacher  Organizat ion  

Mills 2008/09 First Semester is moving right along and Homecoming has come and 
gone, and we have celebrated Mills 50th with a Great Social Event at the Millbrae 
Recreation Center. Many Mills Alumni from the last 50 years, parents and community 
members attended with MHS students putting on shows for all. There was music and 
food for everyone to enjoy. There was memorabilia on display, showing the history and 
the many fond memories of Mills. Soon, Thanksgiving will be upon us, then Students 
Finals and then Winter Break! 
At our previous PTO meeting, Assistant Principal Irma Munoz gave us insight on our API 
scores. Mills again had the highest API score in the district – “837”!!! Congratulations to 
all our hardworking Mills students. At November’s PTO meeting, Superintendent Dr. 
David Miller was our guest speaker who discussed SMUHSD’s future direction, Measure 
M, the updates on Mills construction and funding, as well as 7th Day Periods. Your 
students have probably noticed the air conditioners and new skylights installed in all the 
rooms during the summer break.  Teachers and students now have comfortable rooms 
all year round. They are enjoying the New Science Building, with new classrooms and 
overhead projectors.  , Another new building should be complete by 2010 with new 
electives available to students, thanks to the Measure M money.  Future plans include 
the boys and girls locker rooms, and a new pool. Continue to watch as Mills transforms 
itself in the near future, taking strides into the 21st century. Come to one of our PTO 
meetings to see the architectural drawings of the new building, inside and out. The 
August PTO kickoff potluck was very popular for parents to meet other parents and 
administration, so we decided for our January 21st  PTO meeting to do another Pot  
Luck Social. 
The District’s general fund budget is based on the San Mateo County’s projection of 
property taxes rather than actual taxes collected. This budget covers primarily salaries of the 
teachers, staff and administration, supplies and maintenance of the schools. Mills budget has 
continually been cut over the last few years, making it difficult to operate Mills with such a small 
budget.  The PTO is assisting and paying for School Loop, at a cost of about $5000 a year. Your 
membership fees support this effort to continue to have School Loop, our communication tool 
with Mills teachers and staff. Help continue supporting the PTO with your Membership fees. It’s 
never too late to join the PTO.  Fill out your form and drop it off in the PTO mailbox at Mills. 
Encourage your students and students’ teachers to use School Loop!!!  

With the recent downturn of the economy, FUNDINGFUNDINGFUNDINGFUNDING will be a bigger issue than ever in the 
future of Mills High.  As homes and businesses reassess their properties, there is a potential 
loss in finances towards our high schools in the district.  We must continue to find ways to help 
Mills with funding to ensure we give our students a quality education.  Please help the PTO  find 
ways to fund raise for our students futures.  We want to ensure Mills has the funding to 
continually upgrade technology and purchase supplies for teachers to ensure they have the 
necessary teaching tools to be competitive and prepare our students for college. You may be 
asking yourself, “How else can I help to support Mills High and restore the good life for 
my student and other students?” The most immediate posi­tive effect you can help on 
Mills is to contribute generously to the the Mills PTO Funds. 
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Why should we have fewer educational materials for our students because our teachers don’t have 
money for supplies that are needed? Principal Paul Belzer and the faculty are always reviewing 
programs and projects at Mills and researching improve­ments to consider. But they need money to 
proceed!!! 
 Please continue to donate to our Excellence Fund to ensure the future needs of the teachers educating our Please continue to donate to our Excellence Fund to ensure the future needs of the teachers educating our Please continue to donate to our Excellence Fund to ensure the future needs of the teachers educating our Please continue to donate to our Excellence Fund to ensure the future needs of the teachers educating our 
studentsstudentsstudentsstudents. 
The Grad Night CommitteeGrad Night CommitteeGrad Night CommitteeGrad Night Committee is in full swing and working hard with celebration plans for your 
graduating students. Please let the committee know if you can assist in any way.  They want a safe 
fun activity to celebrate our graduating students. 
Career Day Career Day Career Day Career Day was very successful as many parents like you, served as presenters and parents 
volunteered with crowd control and hospitality refresh­ments.  Thanks to all the parents who have 
supported Mills by volunteering their time and financial donations to help make Mills the best high 
school not only in the District but one of the top high schools in the nation. 
Every school in the district has a funding dilemma.  Aragon, Burlingame and San Mateo High Schools 
deal with their yearly budget crisis by getting funding from their respec­tive foundations, fundraisers 
and an outpouring of generous donations from parents. There have been discussions over the years of 
establishing a Foundation for Mills. Foundation for Mills. Foundation for Mills. Foundation for Mills. We believe we would be more successful in fundraising if we had 
a foundation whose primary purpose is to obtain funding for Mills. There would be a board of 
directors and leader who would guide and manage this fund.  Suggestions and ideas to get this project 
started are needed. If anyone has knowledge and willingness to assist with the establishment of a 
Foundation for Mills, please come forward.  Mills High and the PTO would greatly appreciate your 
willingness and commitment in the creation of a MHS Foundation that would ensure the future 
financial needs of Mills can be managed without compromising the quality education of our students.  
The founda­tion would be independent of the PTO and the school district.   
Another possible way to raise money would be a Yearly Climate Fund, Yearly Climate Fund, Yearly Climate Fund, Yearly Climate Fund, to help support the 
operations of Mills High, to help fund some future electives and to keep Mills technologies up to 
date.  You may receive a letter asking for donations to assist for the future needs of Mills to ensure 
our students are receiving the most up to date teaching tools available to them. 
 
Happy Holidays to all of Mills Families!! 
GO VIKINGS! 
Norman Chin and Joan Chipser 
Mills CO -PTO Presidents 
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Dear Fellow Vikings, 
 
By the time this edition of the Viking Voice is published, our Homecoming Week will have come and passed; but 
as I write this letter, I am anticipating one of the busiest and most enjoyable weeks of the year. As our students 
gear up for the annual Homecoming Parade, football game, and Homecoming Dance, members of the Mills Fac-
ulty, Millbrae and San Bruno Rotary Clubs, and the Mills Parent Teacher Organization are also putting the final 
touches on a number of terrific events and activities for our students, parents, and larger Mills community. 
 
On Thursday, November 13, the Millbrae and San Bruno Rotary Clubs will host the annual Football Luncheon in 
recognition of senior football players and cheerleaders from Mills and Capuchino High School. The annual event 
is a terrific way to celebrate the sportsmanship and friendly rivalry between the two schools. This year's luncheon 
will be held at the Basque Cultural Club and will undoubtedly prove to be a tremendous success for students, par-
ents, and school communities. We appreciate both Rotary clubs' commitment to our students and schools. 
 
Another exciting event taking place this week is the Mills 50th Anniversary Celebration scheduled for Friday night, 
November 14, at the Millbrae Recreation Center. Led by faculty members Polly Wiard and Roberta Lighty and the 
Mills PTO, the 50th Anniversary Celebration will welcome over 200 alumni, parents, and current and former fac-
ulty to an evening celebration recognizing five decades of Mills history. Hopefully, this will be the beginning of a 
new tradition which will further strengthen the connection between Mills High School, parents, and alumni. Plan-
ning the event has been a lot of work, but I am confident it will be a wonderful evening for all. Special thanks to 
Ms. Polly Wiard, Mrs. Roberta Lighty, Yearbook Advisor Angela Reinhardt-Mullins, and the PTO for all their efforts 
to bring this evening together. 
 
However, I am confident the highlight of the week will be the Homecoming football game and the dedication of 
the newly renovated Track and Field to long-time Mills faculty members and coaches, Mr. Ed Parker and Mr. Jim 
Cox, respectively. Mr. Parker served as Head Track Coach from 1965-1991 and was inducted to the San Mateo 
County Hall of Fame in 2000. Mr. Cox was a faculty member and coach in Mills' opening year in 1958 and served 
as teacher, coach, and athletic director before retiring in 1995. Both men provide a true example of the integrity 
and commitment that has long defined Mills High School. 
 
In close, as the Holiday season approaches and the end of the semester nears, it is vital that parents stay con-
nected with their student's progress. All students should have received their 12 week progress report indicating 
their standing in each of their classes. Many of our teachers also post more current student grades on school 
loop and frequently provide office hours or tutoring for students in need of extra assistance. Last, please be 
aware that Final exams will take place December 16-19. 
 
Go Vikings! 
Paul Belzer, Principal 
Mills High School 
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Counseling Department and Career CenterCounseling Department and Career CenterCounseling Department and Career CenterCounseling Department and Career Center    
     SENIORS:   Now that your college applications have hopefully been mailed, December and January will 
be FINANCIAL AID MONTHS 
     Scholarships will be posted in the Career Center and on the on the Mills High Web 
Site.  Any questions regarding scholarships see Mrs. Corti for more information.  You 
must be the initiator to pick up applications and follow through.  Deadlines are NOT 
flexible, so watch for important dates. 
     FAFSA (free application for student aid) on the Web Worksheets will be available 
in the Career Center during December 2008.  You and your parents should apply for 
the PIN numbers, which will let you sign the FAFSA electronically.  More information 
will appear on the Mills Website and in the Career Center. 
     CAL-GRANT or GPA verification will be done electronically.  You should have gotten a Cal Grant GPA 
Information Release Form in your English class, and it should be returned to Mrs. Corti by November 30, 
2008. If you have not done that as of today, please do so immediately. 
     Instructions for the CSS Profile that many private colleges require will be available in the Career Center.  
There is a fee for registration and each college listing, so check first to see if the schools to which you are 
applying require the PROFILE.  Registration may be through the internet at  www.collegeboard.com or 
through the toll-free number 1-800-778-6888.  Students will receive applications that are customized for the 
school to which they are applying. 
     To calculate your Financial Need:  Use the following online service www.finaid.org. 
     FINANCIAL AID NIGHT AT MILLS HIGH SCHOOL on December 4, 2008 at  
     7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium.      
See announcements:    “Making College Financial Planning count”. 

     "The music groups at Mills are off to a busy year of music making.  In it’s Pep Band guise, the Symphonic Band has 
performed at football games, the Welcome Back Rally, the Mills 50th anniversary reception, Homecoming game and will soon 
perform at the Athletic Luncheon. The Jazz Band has performed at Back to School night, the Music Department potluck 
dinner and will soon perform at the CSM Jazz Festival. Members of the orchestra have performed as a string quartet at the 
Music Department Potluck dinner, the Gate presentation, the Chamber Orchestra performed at the Mills 50th Anniversary 
reception. The Choir is hard at work and sounding great.  
     All groups will perform at our Winter Concert on Wednesday, December 3. Please put the date on your calendar and join 
us for this exciting event. The grand finale will feature all groups performing at the same time in a spectacular Broadway 
finish to a wonderful evening. General admission is $5 as always. This year we are making special premium Gold Circle seats 
available to generous donors for $25. We have already sold 20 Gold Circle seats (thanks to the Rotary Club) and have just 
30 left to sell. Remaining tickets will go on sale 2 weeks prior to the concert. 
     Later in the the year, our groups will perform at least 12 more times including 4 CMEA Music Festivals and maybe a 
Giant’s baseball game at AT&T Park! The Mills music students are a great group of young artists and we hope you will come 
out to support them as often as possible. They love performing and especially for an appreciative audience." 
      We are looking forward to Mills parents participation, in supporting our 200 fine musicians. In the next 30 to 45 
days, we are planning several fund raising programs. First is El Super Burrito night, where 20% of every thing you buy, 
will be donated to MMAG, date to be determined. Second is  premium seating for the Winter Concert, in addition to the 
regular $5 seating. Third is to support our MMAG Escrip special account. We are looking for volunteers to help us out. 
You may call me at 650-259-9611 any time to discuss your interest further. 
Doug Miner, Mills Music Director  Jack Wan, MMAG President 

A Message from the Music Department 
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THANKS TO: 
On behalf of Mills students and parents community, I thank Angela Sun, Ira Ng, Sue Kwo, Shirley Lee, Elena 
Madriage, Miranda Tsao, Rose Marie Abella, Kathy Acedillo, Pam Choy, Crispin Ang, Betty Mufarreh, Donna 
Schlimmer, Jessica Warring, and Mabel Wong for their volunteerism of not just $$ but also time to make 
2008 Career Day another successful event. The breakfast was well presented, delicious, and so much 
more for us to provide another simple light luncheon after presentations as well. All presenters were 
delighted of our first class catering services because our dedicated Mills parents volunteers. 
 
We also thank Ms. Corti to, once again, plan and coordinate Career Day. Her profession ism perfectionism 
are beyond imagination. She has brought a small view of outside world to our 1600 students on Thursday. 
Ms. Corti is one of the most valued staff at Mills. 



 

Check out the NEW Mills High 
web site at: www.millshigh.orgwww.millshigh.orgwww.millshigh.orgwww.millshigh.org    

 
Find out about   

athletics games,  
meets and matches at:  
www.mhsvikings.comwww.mhsvikings.comwww.mhsvikings.comwww.mhsvikings.com    

Produced and mailed by:  
Vikings Parent Group 
400 Murchison Drive 
Millbrae, CA 94030 

 NOVEMBERNOVEMBERNOVEMBERNOVEMBER    
27  Thanksgiving Holiday—NO SCHOOL 

28 Holiday—NO SCHOOL 

 DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember    
3 Winter Concert—7pm Auditorium 

Library Fundraiser 
4 Financial Aid Workshop—7pm Auditorium 

8 Grad Night Parents meeting—7pm Faculty Lounge 

9 Winter Sports Parents meeting—7pm Auditorium 

11 Board of Trustees meeting—7pm Smart Center 
17, 18,19 FINALSFINALSFINALSFINALS    
 WINTER BREAKWINTER BREAKWINTER BREAKWINTER BREAK—DECEMBER 22 TO JANUARY 5, 2009 
 JANUARYJANUARYJANUARYJANUARY    
6 First day of Sprint Semester—Back to School 

12 Grad Night Parents meeting—7pm Faculty Lounge 

15 Financial Aid Night PAC—7pm 
19 Martin Luther King Jr. Day—Observed—No School 

21 Athletic Boosters meeting—6pm library 
PTO Pot Luck meeting—7pm Faculty Lounge 

 FEBRUARYFEBRUARYFEBRUARYFEBRUARY    
2 Grad Night Parents meeting—7pm Faculty Lounge 


