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V I K I N G V O I C E 

Mills  High School  
Parent  Teacher  Organizat ion 

Hello Mills Parents, Students, and Friends... 

We are almost at the end of the 2008 School Year... How time flies!! 
It has been a very difficult period recently, with the sad news regarding the Mills High School 

English teacher and our students.  It has been traumatic for students, parents, staff and teachers 
overall, yet, it should not detract from all the hard work of the excellent teachers we have at Mills.  
When the Mills administration discovered the inappropriate usage of the information servers, Principal 
Belzer took immediate action and notified the authorities before any further misuses could occur.  At 
the March 23rd PTO meeting, much time was spent with Principal Paul Belzer, Assistant Principals Irma 
Munoz and Carol Siska discussing the issue and answering questions from concerned parents. There 
were also teachers and staff at the meeting supporting the actions taken by the administration. 

Open House for students and parents was a night to meet with incoming Freshmen Students and 
parents for the 2008/09 school year. We saw the excitement and the smiling faces of new students 
ready to start their high school experience at Mills. They were curious, inquisitive and enjoyed talking 
to teachers and other students during Open House. 

The day after Open House was the Teachers and Staff Appreciation Luncheon. There was so 
much food, from main dishes to desserts to beverages. I want to really thank and acknowledge Pat 
Wong, immediate past PTO president for helping put this all together. Many parents volunteered their 
time to make or bring food and help with the luncheon setup.  Parents also gave cash donations or 
brought gifts which were distributed via a raffle to the teachers and staff.  Special thanks to Ms. Janet 
Becker for her generous gift donation!  The administration expressed their appreciation and gratitude 
towards the wonderful parents of MHS for their overwhelming generosity.  We as parents are Thankful 
to have teachers and staff who are so concerned with our students.  The luncheon is our way of 
showing them we do care and appreciate their hard work. Thanks to ALL the Parents who contributed 
in making this a great day for Mills Teachers and Staff!! 

The Grad night parents have been hard at work raising money for the graduating Senior students 
for the 2008 Grad Night celebration. The All You Can Eat Pancake Breakfast and Yard Sale was a huge 
success. With the help of the Millbrae Lions Club, there was a steady supply of pancakes and 
sausages.  Thanks to the Parents, Senior Students and the Lions Club members who helped out.  
Parents of Junior Students be prepared to help support your student next year with fund raising for the 
2009 Graduating Class. The PTO always need fresh ideas and participation in raising money for Grad 
Night festivities. 

Our PTO scholarship committee is hard at work reading the essays that senior students have 
written. We received 43 essays and the committee will determine the 10 winners of the essays. 

 Measure M projects are still on track and scheduled to be completed during the 2008 summer 
break.  These projects entail new classroom door locks, new skylight covers, air conditioning in the 
classrooms and new student lockers.  Other future Measure M construction will be the completion of 
the Science Building, the construction of the auto and wood shop, the cafeteria, a technology building, 
and landscaping. There is a concern that came up recently regarding the legal wording of Measure M, 
and the dollar amount and time to pay for San Mateo County residences.  We certainly do hope this 
will not delay the efforts of measure M for Mills High. 

The school year may be winding down but MHS PTO still needs your involvement.  Our nominating 
committee has come up with names to fill open PTO positions. If you feel you want to be part of the 
PTO Committees, PLEASE PLEASE feel free to contact me!!!  We need to start planning for the next 
school year, and help raise money to enhance the education at Mills.  PTO memberships, Excellence 
Funds and fundraising pay for educational resources, such as software, technology and other supply 
needs of the teachers.  Let’s continue to help Mill be one of the top High Schools in the Nation. 
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PTO President’s Message Continued 
We continue to need parents to volunteer at many of the school functions.  With the Mills’ limited staff doing everything they 

can, they still can use our volunteer help. It is up to us to volunteer and assist at many of the school functions. Upcoming activities 
include incoming 9th grade registration in April, AP testing monitoring in May, summer mailing in July, and many other volunteer 
opportunities in-between.  If you can volunteer for any of these activities please let the PTO and Mills staff know.  Show our 
students we care about their education with school involvement.  Please complete a volunteer sheets and leave in the PTO mail 
box or email me and I will make sure the information reaches the right people!!! 

Please use School Loop as the online tool to know how your students are doing and to communicate with the faculty.   PTO 
has purchased a link to www.bridges.com.  This application is utilized in assisting students to investigate potential career 
objective.  Please contact Ms. Stephanie Corti for the password.  The passwords were distributed during Freshman Counselor 
Night.  

The final PTO meeting of the school year will be Wednesday May 14th, with the Installation dinner and welcoming new PTO 
board and Committee members.  Looking forward to seeing all the familiar faces and perhaps some new faces as well!!! 

One Final Note: I want to Personally Thank Everyone of you that have been involved this past year in the PTO and have 
supported the PTO, the board members, the committee members, the volunteers for all the various activities, and those who have 
donated to the PTO and Excellence Fund. 

Be sure to go to Millshigh.org and see what’s happening at Mills High School and watch MCTV on Millbrae’s Comcast 
Channel 27 for more Mills News. 

Have a wonderful summer and looking forward to working with all of you in the new school year!! 

GO VIKINGS!   

Norman Chin, Mills PTO President, normancmhs@yahoo.com 

MEARSURE M UPDATE 
Results of the repackaging of the Measure M 
projects were Presented during the District 
Board meeting on March 13.  District wide, the 
security locks will be installed beginning Febru-
ary 2008.  The air conditioning and Main Field 
projects will begin in June 2008 with the swim-
ming pool renovation beginning in June 2009.  At 
mills, the new classroom building will begin April 
2009.  Completion of Building A will begin June 
2009.  HVAC piping and controls will begin June 
2010.  Theatre and gym renovation will begin 
June 2001.  Civil improvement will begin June 
2001.   The total funding for these five projects 
is $45.7 million. 

Junior Parents...We Need You on May 30! 
 It has been the longstanding tradition at Mills that the parents of 
the junior class assist with the check-in and send-off for Grad Night for the 
graduating seniors.  This allows the senior parents, many of who have 
been working hard on the Grad Night committee all year long, to relax and 
enjoy their child's last day at Mills.  We junior parents will set up the gym 
while the seniors are graduating, then pack it up after they depart for their 
safe and sane all night party. Parents would be needed from about 7:30 
p.m. until 10:00 p.m.   It's a few hours of your time, and remember, what 
goes around comes around.   
 So PLEASE volunteer....We need your help and “many hands 
make light work.”  Email Diane Keefer at irishgirl54@comcast.net, or leave 
a message at 650-692-2994 with your name, phone # & email address. 

Help Us Get a Jump on Grad Night 2009:  BATTER UP! 
To get ready for our own 2009 Grad Night Event...Junior parents are also needed for "Centerplate.”  Here's how it works. 

Volunteers (that's us) staff a concession stand at PacBell Park during Giants games.  We receive a % of sales, and 
keep all the tips. 
This is the seed money fundraiser for Grad Night 09.  The more we raise at Centerplate, the less we have to raise 
next year, and we can reduce the cost to the students.  

 So....take yourself out to the ballpark.  It'll be a blast.  GO GIANTS. 
For details, or to sign up, please email Diane Keefer at irishgirl54@comcast.net, or leave a message at 650-692-2994 with 
your name, phone # & email address. 

Electronic Recycling Event - Saturday, May 3  
The Grad Night Committee will be hosting an electronic recycling event on Saturday, May 3 from 9 AM to 4 PM in the Mills 
High School Sequoia Avenue parking lot. Televisions, monitors, laptops, flat screens, cell phones and ink jet cartridges 
can be dropped off for free.  There will be a $5 per item fee to drop off CPU's, telephones, printers, copiers, DVD players, 
FAX machines, VCR's, stereos and video games. Further information can be obtained by calling C & T Recycling at 925-
549-1776 or contacting the Grad Night Committee at mhsgradnight2008@yahoo.com   

Thank you, Ellen Eagan 
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Principal’s Message  
Paging through the schedule of events still to come, it is hard to believe that the end of the school year is just around the corner. 

With less than six weeks remaining before final exams and Graduation, Mills will be a hive of activity. Between class expectations and 
homework, Advanced Placement testing, and end of year activities, it is critical our students are supported and encouraged to find 
balance between their academic and personal responsibilities. 

Through the month of May, I hope you will have an opportunity to see our students perform in the annual Mills Talent Show, 
Spring Concert, or Spring Musical, Homework. The Spring season is also active for our student athletes with weekly games and 
matches as part of the Peninsula Athletic League. In addition to these student performances and contests, the month of May will also 
include Senior Awards Night, the Hall of Fame Dinner, and of course, Graduation. Although each of these activities is different and 
unique, they provide a true insight to the quality and character of our students and the dynamic nature of our school community. If you 
have questions about any of these events, locations and times can be found on the Mills website at www.millshigh.org or questions 
can be directed to your student's counselor. 

As we look forward to our end of year activities and celebrations, I would also like to recognize one of our more recent successes. 
Over Spring Recess, the Mills jazz band, symphonic band, and jazz choir (49 students in all) participated in the Heritage Music Festival 
in Anaheim, CA winning first place honors in Jazz band and Symphonic band and a second place in Jazz choir. Additionally, the Jazz 
band received the adjudicator's award and was recognized as the best instrumental group in the competition. Congratulations to 
Music Director Ken Crowell and to all the students who participated in the festival. 

In preparation for next year, students have been meeting with counselors over the past month to review course selections and to 
plan their academic schedule for the 2008-2009 school year. Each student has submitted a course request form to assist counselors 
and administration in developing course offerings for next year. Ninth and tenth graders are required to enroll in classes that meet the 
academic core which fulfill initial college entrance requirements for the University of California and California State University systems. 
Mills will continue to offer the 7 period day to provide additional support and opportunities for students to take support, art, world 
language, and elective offerings. Before the end of the year, please review your student's selections to ensure a rigorous but 
appropriate course load. Again, if you have any questions, please contact your student's counselor. 

The intelligence, talent, and hard work of our student body never fails to amaze and inspire me. In this final edition of the Viking 
Voice for the 2007-08 school year, I would again like to thank the Mills Parent Teacher Organization for their consistent support 
throughout the school year. I would also like to recognize the efforts of the Music and Athletic Booster clubs in supporting these truly 
vital programs. Last, I would like to thank the many parents who have contributed their support to the benefit of our many programs 
here at Mills High School. Although the conversation surrounding how to best educate and prepare our students for post high school 
challenges will continue, Mills is committed to working with all stakeholders to provide an exceptional education and academic 
experience for all our students. 

The Mills Music department is victorious yet again! 
During spring recess, the Mills Jazz band, Symphonic 
Band and jazz quartet went down to Anaheim and 
participated in the Heritage Music Festival against 10 
other schools. The Symphonic band won 1st place 
Bronze award. The Jazz quartet received a silver 
award. The Jazz band won a Gold award, outstanding 
instrumentalist group, an adjudicator’s award, and 
Festival Award. Our very own Kana Yamada was chosen 
out of 1500 other students to receive a special award 
called the Year of a Million Dreams. Despite the band 
being without a conductor for the beginning of the year, 
the excellence of the music program at Mills is still there.  

A BIG thanks to Mike Toshack, who has stepped in 
while Ken Crowell has been out on sick leave. Mr. Crowell 
wears some pretty big shoes, but Mike Toshack is no little 
foot. Without Mr. Toshack’s sacrifice and contribution, 
the music program would not have been where it is now.  

The Mills Spring Concert will be on Thursday May 8th, 
and will feature all of Mills’ music groups. A free Mills 
Music Car Wash will be held on April 26th. Last but not 
least, the musical, “Homeroom” will be held on the 
dates May 15, 16, 17, and 18. 

Over and Out. Ben Lee, Student Band Publicist 

 
MILLS TALENT NIGHT                  
 
 
It’s almost time for another great special event at 
Mills, the annual Mills talent show.  This year it’s 
scheduled for May 2, 2008, at 7 p.m. in the Mills 
auditorium.  Our Mills students will fill the program 
with all sorts of displays of talent at this fun and en-
tertaining evening.  All are welcome!   Tickets are 
$5.00. 
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Mills International Assembly 
 Cultural pride, school spirit, student leadership, diversity, and talent—all came together in an outstanding and very 
entertaining event Mills last month as the school held its annual International Assembly.  Presented twice during the morning, 
the assembly featured many wonderful performances of music and dance from different cultures, along with a performance by 
the school’s dance class.  This assembly has been presented annually for over a decade—you might want to watch for it next 
year, and attend if you can. 
 Every group went to the time and effort to dress in traditional clothing, displaying a lively array of fabrics, colors and 
styles.  First, I enjoyed a melodic duet performed on Chinese zithers.  A variety of other wonderful performers followed, including 
members of the Indian Club in jewel-colored costumes performing dances from different regions of India, and a group of over a 
dozen students from the Filipino American Alliance performing dances that included rhythmic jumping over long sticks.  Other 
performances (not an exhaustive list) included Polynesian and Greek dances, a Korean percussion performance, Latina dances 
with participants in colorful costumes and shiny spiked headdresses, Irish dancing, and a modern Chinese song. 
 The variety of performances represented many of the cultural backgrounds at Mills, and was both enjoyable and a 
great introduction to a variety of cultural music and dance. The assemblies truly gave life to the concept that music is an 
international language that can help promote respect and understanding.   I’m glad time was made for this type of programming 
in the school day. 
 There were two “grand finales.”  First, the Mills dance class—some three dozen students—brought their energy to the 
stage with dancing to the music of “Hairspray,” including break dancing, gymnastics, and the classic ‘60’s mashed potato.  The 
program ended with its own tradition—Polynesian dancers running down the aisles and onto the stage for a final performance. 
 I enjoyed seeing the excellent student talent—as well as the respect and enthusiasm of the students in the audience.  
See it for yourself if you can next spring—it’s really a great morning at Mills! 
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NEW DATES!! 

Coming Soon to Mills High School Auditorium 
HOMEROOM 

A musical play about the joys and difficulties of line in high school 
May 15 —_ 7:00 pm 
May 16 —- 7:00 pm 
May 17 —- 7:00 pm 
May 18 —- 2:00 pm 

Tickets $10 for adults 
$8 for students/seniors 

Featuring 16 leads and an ensemble of 30 of Mills most talented! 
Don’t miss it! 

Alumni Name: 

Name at Graduation Time:                     

Year Graduated: 

Alumni Address:  

City, State and Zip: 

E-mail address:  

Phone:  (       ) 

___Please put me on the alumni mailing list. 

___I would like to get involved in planning the fiftieth anniversary celebration. 

Mills is Turning Fifty!!!  Time to Plan a Celebration!   
Mills High School reaches the half century mark this year!  Plans for celebratory events during homecoming weekend 2008 are 
being developed by a group of teachers, students, and parents.  We welcome newcomers to this group!  Alumni are welcome, 
too.  If you are interested, please join us  at our next meeting on Wednesday morning, April 30, 2008.  The meeting will run from 
8:00 a.m. until 9:15 a.m. in room 213.  If you are interested in helping to plan for the celebration, but can’t make the meeting, 
please contact Ms. Lighty at rlighty@abbot.smuhsd.k12.ca.us.  Ms. Lighty is also interested in hearing from alumni that would 
like to get involved in the planning, or be on the mailing list for the events.  They can e-mail her, or send the form below to the 
office.  Please pass the word. 
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Check out the NEW Mills High 
web site at: www.millshigh.org 

 
Find out about   

athletics games,  
meets and matches at:  
www.mhsvikings.com 

Produced and mailed by:  
Vikings Parent Group 
400 Murchison Drive 
Millbrae, CA 94030 

5/1 7pm MMAG - Music Room 

5/8 7pm Spring Concert - Auditorium 

5/9 Last Dance, East Gym 

5/14 6:00pmpm Athletic Boosters Meeting, - Library 

6:30pm PTO Installation Dinner 

5/15 7:00pm Board Meeting - San Mateo SMART Center 

7:00pm Spring Musical - Auditorium 

5/16 8:30am Senior Picnic – on site 

7:00pm Spring Musical - Auditorium 

5/17 7:00pm Spring Musical - Auditorium 

5/18 2pm Spring Musical - Auditorium 

5/19 Yearbook Distribution - Juniors 

5/20 Yearbook Distribution – Sophomores 

6pm Senior Academic Awards Night - Auditorium 
5/21 Yearbook Distribution – Freshmen 

6:00pm Hall of Fame Athletic Awards Dinner – West Gym 

5/23 7th Period Finals 

5/26 National Holiday – NO SCHOOL 

5/27 FINALS – Minimum Day 

4p-7pm Graduation Rehearsal – San Mateo Performing Arts Center 

5/28 FINALS – Minimum Day 

4p-7pm Graduation Rehearsal – San Mateo Performing Arts Center 

5/29 FINALS – Minimum Day 

SPRING SEMESTER ENDS FOR STUDENTS 

5/30 5:00pm Graduation – San Mateo Performing Arts Center 


